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March 15: Colombian police reported that an intelligence network serving the Medellin drug
ring was disbanded by the National Police, result of 49 separate raids in the capital city, Bogota.
Directed by Eduardo Bautista Ortiz, the network linked drug mafia leader Pablo Escobar Gaviria
with cocaine refining labs located in Caqueta and the country's eastern plains. March 16: According
to a report by Notimex, the Santa Lucia anti-drug military base in the Peruvian Amazon is the
largest and most well-equipped such facility in the hemisphere. The base is equipped with USprovided or recommended helicopter gunships, a mine field, remote control radar surveillance
facilities, and a 1,600-meter airstrip. The mission of the Peruvian police stationed at Santa Lucia is
eradication of drug trafficking within a 100,000 sq.km. area known as the Upper Huallaga, Peru's
primary coca cultivation region. Approximately 250,000 families in the area are engaged in growing
coca and other drug trade occupations. According to Gen. Juan Zarate Gamgine, commander of
Peru's narcotics police, there are between 80,000 and 100,000 ha. of coca cultivated in the Upper
Huallage. At an average 10 kg. of basic paste per hectare, 800,000 kg. are shipped to refining centers
in Colombia and Brazil every year. Zarate said that in Peru the drug war is not a simple problem:
"We are convinced it is possible to win only with development plans for the agro-industrial sector."
He said that interdiction (repression) and medium- and long-term development plans must be
applied simultaneously. Santa Lucia is considered to be the most secure base of operations for US
Drug Enforcement Administration agents. Officially, the US agents are limited to role of providing
assistance and advice in the Peruvian anti-drug effort, but they are regularly observed co-piloting
helicopters during flights between Lima and Santa Lucia. March 20: According to deputy for the
Popular Socialist Party (PPS), Hector Ramirez Cuellar, an estimated 320,000 minors age five to 17
in Mexico City regularly use narcotics. He told members of the Federal District Representatives
Assembly that life expectancy for persons who use "inhalants" for years drops by 50%, and many
die from overdose. The second most popular drug among the young in the capital is marijuana.
Data from a survey of Mexico City's 1,400 colonias or neighborhoods show that 191,000 of the 320,000
young drug users effectively live on the streets. March 21: Costa Rican officials reported that a drug
bust involving the seizure of a half ton of cocaine on March 16 belonged to the Cali (Colombia) drug
ring, and not the Medellin group as initially reported. The Cali group had attempted to establish a
supply route between Colombia and San Francisco. At the La Managua airport in Quepos, located
on Costa Rica's Pacific coast, DEA agents and Costa Rican police confiscated 550 kg. of cocaine
valued at $100 million from a small plane that had taken off from a location near Cali. Meanwhile in
San Francisco, DEA agents seized 450 kg. of cocaine and detained seven drug trafficking suspects.
Initially, Costa Rican authorities had reported that the quantity of cocaine confiscated in Quepos
was 550 kg. According to Notimex, the remaining 50 kg. "mysteriously disappeared." March 22:
The US House Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs Committee voted 48-0 to approve a motion
that would suspend operations at US banks in the event a bank manager or employee is accused
of drug money laundering. Votes by the full House and Senate are expected in the near future. On
an annual basis, US banks handle an estimated $100 million of "drug money," equivalent to onethird the total on a global level. March 23: According to police, nine drug traffickers suspected of
operating in Lima, New York and Hamburg were arrested by the Peruvian narcotics police. This
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operation involved delivery by ship of over 500 kg. of basic cocaine during a two-month period.
Peruvian authorities have requested Interpol to arrest other members of the drug trafficking
organization currently in the US and Europe. March 26: According to former CIA agent Phillip
Agee, the US government will violate the sovereignty of many countries during the course of its
"drug war." Agee was interviewed by Notimex in San Diego, where he participated in a panel
commemorating the 10th anniversary of the assassination of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo
Romero. During his 12 years with the CIA, Agee worked in Ecuador, Uruguay and Mexico, and
had brief assignments in Peru, Argentina and Brazil. In 1979, he completed a doctorate at the
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM). Agee said that due to changes in Eastern
Europe, communism has been diluted as Washington's principal "enemy." The cold war, however,
has been substituted by the anti-drug war. Agee added that the relationship between the US
and Latin America will not change as a result of developments in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union. The US invasion of Panama, he added, is a case in point. March 27: Sponsored by the United
Nations, an anti-drug summit for coca growers from Peru, Bolivia and Colombia has been scheduled
next month to take place in Tingo Maria, Peru. The conference is titled, "International Seminar
on Coca, A Farming Option." Summit participants are expected to propose, among other things,
substituting coca with other profitable crops via the direct participation of rural communities
currently involved in coca production. March 28: In Lima, US and Peruvian officials signed an
accord that will provide $6 million in aid to Peru to fight drug trafficking. The money was part
of a $65 million US aid package promised by Bush at a Feb. 15 anti-drug summit to Colombia,
Bolivia and Peru. The accord was signed by US Ambassador Anthony Quainton and Peruvian
Interior Minister Agustin Mantilla. Fernando Gutierrez Perez, 29, was extradited to the US by
the Colombian government, marking the first extradition since Jan. 21. Gutierrez, detained by
Colombian authorities in November, faces cocaine trafficking charges in Arizona which date from
1987. Since President Virgilio Barco's crackdown on the drug trade commenced last August, 15
Colombians have been extradited to the US. Colombian police announced they had seized 880
pounds of cocaine in a March 27 raid on a processing laboratory located along the San Miguel River,
at the country's southern border with Ecuador. National police chief Gen. Miguel Gomez said
officers also seized 30,000 gallons of chemicals and 6,600 pounds of solid chemicals. March 29: The
French government has expressed interest in formalizing an agreement with Mexico to restructure
a bilateral anti-drug program. At a press conference in Mexico City, French Interior Minister Pierre
Joxe emphasized that his government rejects attempts to organize a multinational force to combat
the drug trade, and to control its production and consumption. Bilateral cooperation is adequate for
confronting the drug problem, he said. In a communique released to Colombian news media, The
Extraditables said the Barco government insists on denying "dialogues, negotiations, and deals" it
had with drug traffickers. The statement said, "Once again the government has lied to the people."
According to The Extraditables, contacts between traffickers and the government took place via
businesspersons Santiago Londono and Mario Aristizabal "who always presented themselves as
direct representatives of President [Virgilio] Barco..." The two men acted as intermediaries between
the government and drug ring leader Pablo Escobar Gaviria to obtain the release of Alvaro Diego
Montoya, son of President Barco's general secretary. Montoya was abducted in December. "We
will not remain indifferent in the face of betrayal, torture and assassinations of our companions,"
read the communique. Officials denied that the government had negotiated an informal, secret
non-aggression pact with the traffickers. Londono and government officials said his meetings with
Escobar were intended only to win freedom for Montoya. Apparently as a result of Londono's
mediation, on Jan. 15 Roman Catholic Church leaders and three former presidents offered the
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traffickers possible leniency if they released their hostages, halted the bombing campaign and
stopped exporting cocaine. On Jan. 17, the traffickers responded, releasing two hostages who carried
a communique. In the communique, the traffickers said they would stop the bombings, would
surrender laboratories and would stop exporting cocaine in return for "respect for our rights." In
subsequent weeks, the traffickers released about a dozen hostages, surrendered three laboratories
and a helicopter and bus both loaded with dynamite. Over the next two months, no Colombians
were extradited to the US for trial and drug raids stopped. Until last week, there were virtually no
bombings and only a few drug-related killings. From August until Jan. 17, the traffickers set off
263 bombs, killing 209 people, according to Colombian officials. President Barco's office released a
balance sheet for anti-drug activities in the first three months of 1990: 844 drug dealers captured and
47 laboratories and 29 airstrips destroyed. Seizures included 8.5 tons of cocaine, 10 tons of dynamite,
444 weapons, 387 pounds of gold and $30.9 million in cash. March 30: In a speech broadcast on
national radio and TV, Colombian President Virgilio Barco said that the "government's firm policy
on organized crime and drug trafficking continues unchanged. It has been a successful policy
and for the time being does not need to be modified...If the drug traffickers recognize there is no
future in their position, that they are beaten and that they can turn themselves into the authorities,
they can do that. But they can not expect special treatment..." Barco also accused the media of
complicity in creating the impression that the government had abandoned its fight against drug
traffickers: "Why this eagerness to show the state as ready to hand over morality and law?...To what
do we owe trying to portray the authorities as bungling?" The president also rejected suggestions
that "heroic" efforts by two intermediaries trying to obtain the release of hostages held by the
drug traffickers constituted negotiations with the traffickers. March 31: The US Embassy in Lima
announced that on Friday afternoon a US helicopter crashed in the Andes, injuring three US
citizens and two Peruvian policepersons. The cause of the crash of the UH-1 helicopter between
Tingo Maria and Mazamari was not known. An embassy spokesperson said that bad weather and
mechanical failure were suspected. The helicopter was flying with two other helicopters from Tingo
Maria to Mazamari. Peruvian police have bases in both towns involved in a US-supported antidrug program. The spokesperson said the US citizens worked for National Aid Transport Inc.,
which has a contract with the US State Department to provide support to Peruvian police and Drug
Enforcement Administration agents in Peru. Colombian drug traffickers threatened to explode
six-ton dynamite bombs in Bogota and to target more judges, politicians, police and journalists for
assassination. The message, sent by fax to the RCN radio network, demanded an immediate end to
the military occupation of Envigado, a town seized last week by Colombian security forces, and the
release of two men arrested in the takeover. During the past two weeks, 18 policemen in Envigado
were arrested, accused of being on the drug traffickers' payroll. The municipality is reportedly a
stronghold of the Medellin drug ring. The drug traffickers' message said a six-ton bomb would
be detonated in the capital for each new trafficking suspect extradited and that a bomb of equal
power would be set off in an unnamed Bogota upper class neighborhood unless the military ends
its occupation of Envigado. (Basic data from Notimex, 03/16/90, 03/20-23/90, 03/26/90, 03/29/90,
03/30/90; AP, 03/29/90, 03/31/90; Xinhua, 03/16/90, 03/27/90, 03/29/90, 03/30/90; AFP, 03/28/90; New
York Times, 03/30/90)
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